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Participant Information Sheet

Title of Study: World Heritage Site Farm Survey
About the study
The research, will aim to provide the English Lake District World Heritage Site with an overview of the character of farms and farming in the WHS, and the challenges you face in maintaining your farm business.

It will focus on: farm, farm buildings, farmland character, livestock numbers, Farming practices, commoning, current and future farm business challenges, and cultural activities related to Lake District farming.
The goal of the study will be to:
1) Help us understand the challenges farmers face in the Lake District

2) Help us target support where it is most appropriate

3) Inform the 2023 WHS Periodic review

4) Create a baseline to monitor change in relation to WHS inscription in 2017.
Some questions you may have about the research project:

Why have you asked me to take part and what will I be required to do? 

We are asking everyone who farms land inside the World Heritage Site to complete an online or paper based survey. You will be asked a series of questions. We aim to have as complete a picture as we possibly can about farming in the Lake District to help us provide evidence of the state of farming here; this has not been attempted before. We need your help to provide us with evidence of the state of farming in the WHS, along with addressing misconceptions. This survey will be administered to you between November 2021 and June 2022 and to all farmers within the WHS boundary. We would like everyone to fill it in once.

We aim to survey specific valleys as samples after that, rotating round the valleys year on year to record changes.

What if I do not wish to take part or change my mind during the study?

Your participation in the study is entirely voluntary. You are free to withdraw from the study at any time without having to provide a reason for doing so. You can complete whatever part of the survey you feel comfortable doing so, we are keen to get as much data as we can, so please fill in and submit as much or as little as you wish.
If you feel you wish to retract your answers, this option will be available for one month after the closing date of the survey. Please contact the staff identified below.

What happens to the research data?

All data will be anonymised, there will be no way to identify a survey responder even if you provide statements about challenges you face, we will remove anything that could identify you as the source. 
How will the research be reported?
Once we have the data, we will amalgamate it valley by valley. This is the lowest level of data we will use. We will also summarise the data for the whole WHS.  The data will be published in these forms only to show the current status of farms, farming the WHS and the issues and challenges you have.  Any related reports will be available via the LDNPA website.

We will also be using the data to complete our return to WHS, these data are completely amalgamated at the Heritage site level only. 
How can I find out more information?

You can contact either:
Mairi.WHSCP@lakedistrict.gov.uk  who is the English Lake District World Heritage Site Project officer

Or

lois.mansfield@cumbria.ac.uk (or ring 015394-30304) who is helping to administer and collate the results of the survey on behalf of the WHS.

What if I want to complain about the research
Initially you should contact the researcher directly. However, if you are not satisfied or wish to make a more formal complaint you should contact Dr Colette Conroy, Chair of Research Ethics Email: research.office@cumbria.ac.uk
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